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Text of Remarks by Reagan on the Suspen

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23 — Follow-
ing is the text of an address prepared
for delivery by President Reagan to-
night and released by the White
House:

.-Good evening. At Christmas time
évery home takes on a special beauty,
a special warmth. That is certainly
true of the White House, where so
tnany famous Americans have spent
their Christmases over the years. This
fine, old home — the people’s house —
has seen so much, been so much a part
‘'of all our lives and history. It has been
humbling and inspiring for Nancy and
fne to be spending our first Christmas
in this place.

-~ We've lived here as your tenants for
almost a year now. And what a year
it’s been. As a people, we've been
through quite a lot, moments of joy, of
tragedy, and of real achievement —
moments that 1 believe have brought
us all closer together.

= G. K. Chesterton once said that the
world would never starve for wonders,
tiut only for the want of wonder. At this
special time of year we ail renew our
sense of wonder in recalling the story
of the first Christmas in Bethlehem
nearly two thousand years ago.

Some celebrate Christmas as the
hirthday of a great and good philoso-
pher and teacher. Others of us believe
if the divinity of the Child born in
pethlehem; that He was and is the
promised Prince of Peace.

The First Miracle

"-Yes, we have questioned why He
who could perform miracles chose to
‘cbme among us as a helpless babe. But
maybe that was His first miracle, His
first great lesson that we should learn
to care for one another.

* Tomight, in millions of American
homes, the glow of the Christmas tree
1 a reflection of the love Jesus taught

us. ‘
"““Like the shepherds and wise men of

that first Christmas, we Americans

have always tried to follow a higher
hght, a star, if you will. At lonely
campfire vigils along the frontier, in
the darkest days of the Great Depres-
gion, through war and peace, the twin
beacons of faith and freedom have

brightened the American sky. At times -

our footsteps may have faltered, but
trusting in God’s help we have never
‘lpst our way.

- Just across the way from the White
House stand the two great emblems of
the hotiday season — a menorah, Sym:
bolizing the Jewish festival of Hanuk-
kah, and the National Christmas Tree,
a beautiful, towering blue spruce from
Pennsylvania.

Living, Growing Thing
Like the National Christmas Tree,
our country is a living, growing thing
planted in rich American soil. Only our
devoted care can bring it to full flower.
So let this holiday season be for us a
time of rededication. Even as we re-

jaice let us remember that for some
Americans this will not be as happy a
Christmas as it should be. I know a lit-
the of what they feel — I remember one
Christmas Eve during the Great De-
pression, my father opening what he
thought was a Christmas greeting. It
was a notice that he no longer had a
job.

Over the past year, we have begun
the long, hard work of economic recov-
ery. Our goal is an America in which
every citizen who needs and wants a
job can get & job. Our program for
recovery has only been in place for 12
weeksnow,lmitisbeginningtowork;
withyourhelpandprayersitwmsuc-
ceed. We are winning the battie
against inflation, runaway Govern-
ment spending and taxation. And that
victory will mean more economic
growth, more jobs, and moare oppor-
tunity for all Americans. \

A few months before he took up resi-
dence in this house, one of my prede-
cessors, John Kennedy, tried to sum
up the temper of the times with a quote
trom an author closely tied to Christ-
mas, Charles Dickens. We were living,
he said, in “the best of times and the
worst of times.” In some ways, that is
even more true today. The world is full
of peril as well as promise. Too many
of its people, even now, live in the
shadow of want and tyranny.

As I speak to you tonight, the fate of
aprmdandancientnatimhangsin
the balance. For a thousand years,
Christmas has been celebrated in Po-
land, a land of deep religious faith. But
this Christmas brings little joy to the
courageous Polish people. They have
been betrayed by their own Govern-
ment. ’

Killings and Mass Arrests

The men who rule them, and their to-
talitarian allies, fear the very freedom
that the Polish people cherish. They
have answered the stirrings of liberty
with brute force — killings, mass ar-
rests and the setting up of concentra-
tion camps. Lech Walesa and other
Solidarity leaders are imprisoned,
their fate unkriown. Factories, mines,
universities and homes have been as-
saulted. The Polish Government has
trampled underfoot solemn commit-
ments to the U.N. Charter and the Hel-
sinki accords. It has even broken the

Gdansk agreement of August 1880, by ‘

which the Polish Government recog-
nized the basic right of its people to
form free trade unions and to strike.

The tragic events now occurring in
Poland have beerl precipitated by pub-
lic and secret s'omtheSoviet
Union. It is no coincidence that Soviet
Marshal Kulikov, chief of the Warsaw
Pact forces, and other semior Red
Army officers were in Poland while
these outrages were being initiated.
And it is no coincidence that the mar-
tial law proclamations imposed in
December by the Polish Government
were printed in the Soviet Union
in September.

The target of this repression is the

sion of Some Links With Poland

Soliderity moeement. But in attacking
Solidarity, its enernies attack an entire
people. Ten million of Poland’s thirty-
six million citizens are members of
Solidarity. Taken together with their
families, they account for the over-
whelming wmajority of the Polish na-
tion. By persecuting Solidarity, the
Polish Government wages war against
its own people.

Turge the Polish Government and its
allies to consider the consequences of
their actions. How can they possibly
justity using naked fice to crush a

le who ask for nothing more than
the right tolead their own lives in free-
dom and dignity?

Cooperation is Required

Brute force may intimidate, but it
camwtfonnﬂmbnsisofanenduﬂng
society and the ailing Polish economy
cannot be rebuilt with terror tactics.

Poland needs cooparation between
its Government and its people — not
military oppression. If the Polish Gov-
ernment will honor the commitments
it has made to basic human rights in
documents like the Gdansk agree.
ment, we in America will gladly doour
share to help the shattered Polish
economy, just as we helped the coun-
tries of Europe after both world wars.
It is ironic that we offered — and Po-
land expressed interest in accepting —
our help after World War 11. The
Soviet Union intervened then and re-
tused to allow such help to Poland. ]

But if the forces of tyranny in Poland
— and those who incite them from
without — do not relent, they shoud
prepare themselves for serious conse-
quences. Already, throughout the free

people. Our Government and those of
our allies have expressed moral revul-
sion at the police state tactics of Po-
iand’s oppressors. The church has also
spoken out in spite of threats and in-
timidation. .

But our reaction cannot stop there. I
want emphatically to staie tonight
tbat, if the outrages in Poland do not
cease, we cannot and will not conduct
“business as usual’’ with the perpetra-
tors and those who aid and abet them.
Make no mistake: their crime will cost
them dearly in their future dealings
with America and free peoples every-
where.

1 do not make this statement lightly,
»r without serious reflection. We have
seen measured and deliberate in our
-eaction to the tragic events in Poland.
Ne have not acted in haste, and the
steps 1 will outline tonight — and
others we may take in the days ahead
—are firm, just and reasonable.

In order to aid the suffering Polish
people during this critical period, we
will continue the shipment of food

private humanitarian chan-
nels, but only so long as we know that
the Polish people themselves receive
the food.

The nelghboring country of Austria
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Reagan
‘Suspends’
Israel

by William Safire

WASHINGTON, Dec. 233 — You'd
think the heaviest cross Ronald Rea-.
gon had to bear was the Star of David.

With Poland in agony, the Presi.
dent's aldes spent a weok deba
whether the free world’s leader shoul
wear & Solidarity button, Unable to
speedily counter our superpowsr ad-
versary, the President vented his
spleen on our minipower ally.
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Isrpe] hag (ust plavsd the Golan
Helghts under oivii rather ihan mill-
iary law, a step short of annexation,
Sinca the fallure of U.&. diplomaay tc
induce Syria to retiove it Joviet mis.
siies {rom Lehanon, that was the lear:
violent responne Israel could make fo
Syria's croeping annexation of Leba-
non and bulidup of the P.L..O. there.

World reaction had been ritualiatic
but mild: France's Mitterrand did noe
cancel his plans to visit larael, and
even Carrington of Ayabls kept cuxd
Only in the Reagan Adminiatiation
was Israel's move ueized upoii as an
opportunity to clusk our impotence tu-
ward the oppresuors of Poland with &
new toughness toward our ally.

Mr. Reagan's chuice of pundshient
was harsh: to “suspend’’ the strategi
cooperation agrssment entered Inio
recently to assusge israell concerns
about our arming the Saudis with the
means to attack Tel Aviv.

One Administration official not af-
flicted with Seudimania arguss that
the punishment was much more se-
yere than intended: ''Wa thought it

wareld e ey 10 delay Lmplerdanitas
ton o he agrsaunesi for & while,
53y atfagn fo show ot dimg l“.n
iy fent Vigiy usexd the word 'Sk
Gena e the egreemgnt  husiness,
thut' o Leeinos . There woiw N0 Rk
gt C mspeneton in the
yor termdnation
notice " No wonder JMr,
goasdew! the U9, broke 18 word,
=i the Halg nuapmslon WAl &

culeniasnt redake 60 & provocative
Biiter, if was the most atinging el
in the face administered to any U.8.
alty In recent history. The Israelis net
real store by a solemnly signed docus
rueit, 4 dreaty ig the only pressurs on
thesn now o retam thelr tervtorial
mucghs of wiety to Egypt. For Mr
kg Lo sugpend” the Hest written In-
reuli-Amerlean agresment in such
cavaller faxijon made a mockery of
all the negotlations leading up to it

$6 Mensehoin Begin gave Ronald
Heagru a ploce uf his mind and 1 say
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has opened her doors to refu jees from
Poland. I have therefore directed that
American assistance, including sup-
pliea of basic !oodltuhl, be offered tc
aid the Austrians in providing for
these refugess.
But to underscore our fundamental
{tion to the repressive actions
-taken by the Polish Government
against its own people, the Adminis-
tration has suspended all Government.
sponsored shipments of cultural
and dalry 'ﬂu ucts to the Polish Gov-
erament. This sus; fon will remain
in force until absolute asourances are
received that distribution of these
groducu is monitored and guaranteed
y independent agencies. We must be
sure that svery bit of food provided by
America goes to the Polish people —
not to their oppressors.

Major Elements Suspended

The United States is taking immedi.
ate action to suspend major elements
of our economic relati ps with the
Polish Government.

We halvo h:tltond mt:c rlainncwn’l of the
Export-Im| 's line o rt
cmd:t lnlunnpo ce to the Polish Govo.xporn-
ment,

We will suspend Polish civil aviation
privileges in the United States.

We are suspending the right of Po-

land's fishing flest to operate in

p ing to our allies
the further restriction of high-tech-
nology exports to Poland.

{dly by in the face of brutal repression.

“To underscore this point, I have
written a letter to General Jaruselski,
head of the Polish Government. In|it, I

outlined the steps we are taking and
warned of the serious consequences if
the Polish Guvernment continues to
use violence against its populace. |
have urged him to free thoge in arbi-
trary detention, to lift martial law and
to restore the internationally recog-
nized rights of the Polish people to free
speech and assoclation,

The Soviet Union, through its
threats and preesures, deserves A
major share of blame for the devslop-
ments in Poland. So I have also sent a
letter to President Brezhnev urging
him to permit the restoration of basic

ts in Poland as provided for in the
Helsinki Final ‘Act. In it, I informed
him that, if this repreasion continuss,
the United Statss will have no choice
but to take further concrete political
and economic measures affecting our
relationship.

When 18th-century Polish patriots
rose against foreign oppressors, their
rallying cry_was, “For our fresdom
and yours.'' That motto atill rings true
inour time,

There is a spirit ot Solidarity abroad
in the world tonight that no physical
force can crush. It crosses national
boundaries and enters into the hearts
of men and women everywhere. In fac-
tories, farrns and schools, in cities and
towns around the globe, wa the people
of the free world stand as one with our
Polish brothers and sisters, Their
cause is ours, and our prayers and
hog.gooutwthomthh hristmas.

esterday, ] met in this very room
with Romuald Spasowski, the distin-
guished former Polish Ambassador
who has sought asylurn in our country
in protest to the suppression of his na-
tive land. He told me that one of the
ways the Polish people have demon-
strated their Solidarity in the face of
martial law is by pla lighted can-
dles in their windows to show that the
light of liberty still glows in their

heacts

Ambassador Spasowski regquested
that, on Christmas Eve, a lighted can-
die will burs {n the White House win-
dow #s » zmall but certain peacon of
vur solidu: ity with the Polish people. I
urge all of you to do the same tomor-
row nlght, an Christinas Eve, as a per-
sonsi slatement of your commitment
1o the step %o Sre laking to
the brave paople of Poland In
tite of troublea. Once, earlier {n this
ceptury, an evil influence threatened
thsi the lights were going out all over
the worid. ’

Ths Light of Freedom

Lat the light of raillions of candles in
Amurican homes give notice that the
light of fresdom 8 not going to be ex-
tinguished, We ure blessed with a free-
dom and abundance denied to %0
many. Let those candles remind ‘ua
that those hivsaings bring with them a
solemn obligation - an tion to
the God who guidss us, an obligation to
the herituge of liberty and ty
handed down to us by our forefa s
and an obligation to the children of the
world, whose future will be shaped by
the way wa live sur lives today.

Christmas means so much becaise
of ons special child. But Christras
uiso reminds us that all children are
special, that they are gifts from God,
gifts beyond price that mean more
ihan sny nresents monay can buy, In
their love and lsughter, in our
for their future, lies the tru» meaning
of Christmas,

So, in a spirt of gratitude for what
we iave hern able 10 rchiave togrther
over the past year, and looking for-
ward 1o all that we impe to achiea tow
guliwr L (he yoars ahoad, Nane ' ond 1
want to wigh you all the bant ot “wliday
soasiis. As Charles Dickend, whom I
yuoted a few moments ago, rald o
well in ‘A Christmas Carol,” "God
bluss us, every one.”'
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